
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEARING OF M/s. RAMCO CEMENTS 

LIMITED HELD ON 08/02/2019 AT 2.00 PM AT THE MINE LEASE AREA IN SY.NO.250, 

CHINTALAYAPALLE(V), KOLIMIGUNDLA(M), KURNOOL DISTRICT FOR 

ESTABLISHMENT OF "CHINTALAYAPALLE LIMESTONE MINE" WITH A 

PRODUCTION CAPAICITY OF 4.0 MILLION TPA IN THE MINING LEASE AREA OF 

491.55 HA AT CHINTALAYAPALLE & ITIKYALA VILLAGES OF KOLIMIGUNDLA (M),  

KURNOOL DISTRICT, ANDHRA PRADESH.  

The following panel members attended the Environmental Public Hearing Process. 

1. Sri S. Satyanarayana, lAS 

Collector & District Magistrate, 

Kurnool District. 

2. Dr. P.Prasada Rao, 

Environmental Engineer, 

A.P. Pollution Control Board, 

Regional Office, Kurnool. 

Chairman 

Member 

B. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INDUSTRY 

1.  Sri P.B.Gopala Krishna Advisor (Kolimigundla Project) 

M/s. Ramco Cements Limited (RCL) 

2.  Sri Azmal Ahmad Dy. General Manager (Mines) 

M/s. The Ramco Cements Limited 

3.  Sri G.Chandra Mouli Environmental Consultant, 

M/s. B.S.Envi-Tech (P) Ltd, Hyderabad. 

The list of Officers and Public present at the meeting is appended as Annexure-A. 

At the outset the Environmental Engineer, A.P. Pollution Control Board, Regional Office, 

Kurnool, welcomed the Collector & District Magistrate, Kurnool, Chairman of the Public Hearing 

meeting, Sri Ramsunder Reddy, Revenue Divisional Officer, Nandyal, Public representatives, nearby 

villagers, farmers, N.G.O's, Print and Electronic Media and Officials of Police and other departments. 

Page! of 10 



The Environmental Engineer informed that M/s. Ramco Cements Limited (RCL) has proposed to'set up 

cement plant in the area with a clinker production capacity of 3.15 Million TPA and has proposed to 

establish Captive Limestone mine viz, "Chintalayalapalle Limestone Mine" over an area of 491 55 Ha 

in Chintalayapalle & Itikyala villages of Kolimigundla Mandal, Kurnool District to cater the limestone 

requirement for the proposed cement plant. He briefly enlightened the salient features of the EJA 

notification S.O.No.1533 (E), dated 14.09.2006 & its amendments thereof issued by the Ministry of 

Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC), Govt., of India under the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986. He stated that projects listed in the schedule of EIA Notification are required to 

obtain the prior environmental clearance under the provisions of the notification and informed that, the 

proposed lime stone mining activity of M/s. Ramco Cements Limited (RCL) falls under category—A of 

the schedule of the notification and hence requires prior Environmental Clearance from the MoEF&CC, 

Govt. of India. He has informed gathering the Environmental Public Hearing is prerequisite for 

consideration of their application for Environmental Clearance for the limestone mining activity 

proposed by the industry. 

He informed that a Press Notification pertaining to the proposed Public Hearing was published 

in "Eenadu" & "The New Indian Express" daily newspapers on 08.01.2019. He also informed that 

the industry has carried out study in 10 Kms radius of the proposed mine with regard to the prevailing 

Air & Water Quality, Socio economic status etc. and this draft EIA/EMP report along with Executive 

Summaries in Telugu & English were displayed at offices of (i) Collector & District Magistrate, 

Kurnool (ii) Zilla Parishad, Kurnool (iii) General Manager, District Industries Centre, Kurnool (iv) 

MoEF&CC, Go!, South Eastern Zone, Chennai (v) Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board, Zonal 

Office, Kurnool, (vi) Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board, Regional Office, Kurnool, (vii) Office 

of the Tahsildar, Kolimigundla(M), Kurnool District, (viii) Gram Panchayat office, Chintalayapalle(V), 

Kolimigundla(M), Kurnool and (ix) Grampanchayat Office, Itikyala(V), Kolimigundla(M), Kurnool 

District for information of the Public to offer their suggestions, views, comments and objections if any, 

within 30 days from the date of publication. He informed that the Audio & Video of proceedings of the 

public Hearing will be recorded and the minutes along with the Video CD will be communicated to 

MoEF&CC, Govt. of India for consideration while issuing Environmental Clearance. He then 

requested the Collector & District Magistrate, Kurnool, Chairman of the public hearing panel to 

conduct the further proceedings of the public hearing meeting. 
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The Collector & District Magistrate, Kurnool welcomed the Revenue Divisional Officer, 

Environmental Engineer, A.P.Pollution Control Board, public gathered at the venue, Management of 

M/s.Ramco Cements Ltd, NGOs, Media, Police and officials. He informed that M/s Ramco Cements 

Ltd has proposed to setup Cement plant in the area and has proposed to establish limestone mining 

activity in Itikyala & Chintalayapalle villages for their captive consumption in the cement plant. He 

informed that M/s Ramco Cements Ltd have proposed to establish mine with a production capacity 

of 4.0 Million TPA over an extent of 491.55 Ha in the revenue limits of Itikyala and Chintalayapalle 

villages. He informed that the villagers of Itikyala have participated in the Public hearing conducted 

in the morning session and requested the Chintalayapalle villagers to actively participate inthe 

Environmental Public Hearing and to offer their suggestions, views, objections etc., if any on the 

proposed mine. He requested the management / environmental consultant to briefly explain the 

gathering on the environmental impacts of the proposed mining activity in the surrounding area, 

mitigation measures proposed by them, employment opportunities. CSR budget allocated for the 

development of the surrounding villages and also Corparate Environmental Responsibility (CER) 

budget for the protection of the environment in the surrounding area. He has assured the gathering 

that the suggestions, objections, views etc., if any raised by the public during the public hearing on 

the proposed lime stone mine will be video recorded and will be submitted to MoEF&CC, GO!, New 

Delhi along with the minutes of the meeting for taking suitable decision. 

Sri Gopala Krishna, Advisor, M/s Ramco Cements Limited welcomed the Panel members 

and informed that M/s Ramco Cements Ltd is establishing Green Field Cement plant with an 

investment of about Rs.1500 Crores in the area. He informed that the required lime stone of 4.0 

million TPA for the cement plant will be obtained from the "Chintalayapalle mine lease area" which 

is over an extent of about 491 .55Ha. He informed that the proposed cement plant is of State-of-Art 

technology and the air pollution control equipments in the cement plant were designed with an 

emission level of 25mg/Nm3  though the present emission standard was a 50mg/Nm3. He has assured 

the gathering that the management has taken all steps to control the pollution levels from the cement 

plant and assured that there will not be any impact on the surrounding crops, villages due to their 

proposed cement plant. He has also informed that the water required for their plant of about 2500 

KLD will be sourced from the Owk reservoir and informed that they have applied for the permission 

from the government for drawing water from the reservoir. He has assured the gathering that there 

will not be any impact on the ground water levels in the area as they will not be drawing water from 

the bore wells. He has also assured that they will take steps for supply of water to the surrounding 

villages by providing infrastructure facilities such as over head tanks in the nearby villages. He has 
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informed that the management have allocated Rs.15.75 Crores for the Corporate Social 

Responsibility activities for providing schools, hospitals, roads, development of greenbelt etc. in the 

surrounding villages and requested the gathering to extend their support for the establishment of the 

"Chintalayapalle Limestone Mine". 

Sri G.Chandra Mouli, Environmental Consultant, B.S.Envi-tech (P) Ltd, welcomed the 

Panel members, Public gathered at the venue and informed that M/s Ramco Cements Ltd has proposed 

to set up Green Field Integrated Cement Plant at Kalavatala village and major raw material for 

manufacture of cement is lime stone which is sourced from their captive lime stone mines in the area. 

He has informed that the industry has proposed 4.0 million TPA of Limestone production from 

"Chintalayapalle Limestone Mine" and the proposed investment is of Rs. 10.75 Crores. The mining 

lease area is spread over an area of 491.55 Ha in Chintalayapalle and Itikyalapalli villages, of which 

42.20 Ha is Govt Land and the remaining 449.35 Ha is a private land. The industry has acquired about 

402.25Ha of private land and the balance area is under acquisition. He has informed that the proposed 

mining activity involves drilling, blasting, loading of the mineral into the dumpers and then 

transportation to the cement plant. He informed that the guidelines stipulated by the DGMS, Govt. of 

India will be followed during blasting activity and informed that they will use optimum explosives to 

limit the vibrations within the mine lease area. He informed that they will carry out wet drilling, 

regular water sprinkling on haulage roads, develop greenbelt along the roads etc. to suppress the dust 

emissions from the mining activity.As a part of Environmental Impact Assessment study, base line 

environmental monitoring was carried out in the study area for post monsoon season 201 7.He informed 

that the air borne particulate matter is the main air pollution contributed in the open cast mining and 

informed that the impact of the other operating industries in the area such as M/s Ultratech Industries, 

M/s Penna Cements etc was also considered for the estimation of the cumulative impact. The predicted 

ground level concentrations due to the proposed mining activity for Particulate Matter (PM10) is 

70.54tg/m3  which is well within the National Ambient Air Quality standard of 100 tg/m3. He also 

informed that the total water required for the mining operations is 150m  3  /day  of which the major 

quantity of about 120m 3  /day  will be used for dust suppression along the haulage roads. He has 

informed that there will not be any impact on ground water regime in the surroundings due to the 

proposed mining activity. He has informed that noise will be produced in the mining operations due to 

movement of the machinery, drilling, blasting, excavation, transportation. The noise generated by the 

mining activity will be dissipated within the mine and there will be no major impact in the vicinity. He 

also informed that they will develop 7.5mts width of green belt all along the boundary which will act as 

a barrier zone between the village and mine so that the impact on the surroundings due to the noise 
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levels will be minimum. He informed that they will develop green belt of 51 .69Ha covering 77,535 

saplings during the entire life of the mine. He informed that Belum caves are located at a distance of 6.6 

Kms away from the mine lease area and informed that the management has obtained 'No Objection 

Certificate' from Archeology Department for the operation of the mine. He also informed that the top 

soil generated from the mining activity will be used for green belt development. He also informed that 

during their study they have noticed the existence of 2Nos. of Schedule-I species viz., black bug and 

pea fall and the management has allocated an amount of Rs. 10.0 Lakhs for implementation of 

conservation plan for these species in the area by providing fencing along the boundary of the mine, 

creating awareness in the surrounding villages, providing signals etc. He has assured that the 

management will regularly carryout monitoring in the lease area for the water quality, air quality, noise 

quality in line with the guidelines of CPCB and APPCB. He has informed that the management has 

allocated a budget of Rs. 11.0 lakhs towards capital cost and Rs. 18 lakhs for recurring expenditure 

towards the implementation of Environmental Protection measures. He has informed that the proposed 

mining activity will provide employment to 120 persons directly and about 200 persons will be 

benefited by indirect employment from mine. He has assured that the surrounding villagers will be 

given priority in the employment opportunities based on the qualification, skills required. Apart from 

the employment opportunities, the management will provide medical and educational facilities to the 

employees which can also be availed by the surrounding villagers. He has informed that as per the 

recent notification of MoEP&CC, Govt of India, the management of the industry has earmarked an 

amount of Rs.2 1.50 lakhs towards Corporate Environmental Responsibility which will be used for 

development of surrounding villages and requested the gathering to extend their support for the 

establishment of the mine. 

View. Suggestions, Comments, and Objections of the public: 

The Collector & District Magistrate, Kurnool has requested the public gathered at the venue to elicit 

their views, suggestions and objections if any, on the proposed mining project. 

1) Sri Ambati Gurureddy, Chintalayapalli: 

He informed that the farmers of the area have given their agricultural lands to the cement plant at 

about 20 year ago with a hope that the proposed cement plant will provide employment 

opportunities to them. However, the establishment of the plant has been delayed causing 

hardship to them. He has requested the management to provide employment opportunities to all 

the farmers who have given their land to the cement industry. He has also informed that there is 

no proper health care facilities in their vicinity causing them to go faraway places such as 
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Tadipatri and requested the management to construct good hospital in the area. He has informed 

that Chintalayapalli villagers have given about 500 acres of agricultural land to the management 

and requested the management to provide employment to all the farmers including agricultural 

labour in their village. He also requested the management to provide skill development 

programmes for the unemployed youth in the surrounding villagers so that it will help them for 

providing employment in the proposed mine as well as the other mining industries existing 

industries in the area. He has also requested the management to provide drinking water facilities 

in the surrounding villagers. He has informed that they are not against the establishment of the 

cement plant in their area and at the same time, assured the gathering that they will fight with the 

management for the rights of the farmers in the area. 

2) Sri Ambati Prakash Reddy, Ex-vice-president: 

He has informed that the management of the industry have not established the cement plant 

though the farmers have given their agricultural lands to the cement industry more than 2 decades 

ago and appreciated the efforts of the government more particularly, the Hon'ble MLA, Sri 

B.C.Janardhan Reddy and other public representatives in instigating the establishment of the 

industry in the area.He has informed that the cements plant in the area are having limestone 

mining lease in Kurnool district and whereas, the cement plants are in Anantapur district thereby 

the employment opportunities were given to the Anantapur & Kadapa districts rather than to the 

local villagers. He has requested the management that the farmers of the Chintalayapalli village 

have given major extent of land required to the factory and requested the management to provide 

employment to the each of the farmer who have given their land to the factory. He has also 

appreciated the aid extended by the management to the Sri Bhavaneeswara Shankar swamy 

temple and requested the management to provide infrastructure facilities for the school in the 

village. He has also requested the management to construct a hospital in the area as many of the 

villagers are facing health problems and he has extended the support for establishment of the 

industry in the area. 

3) Sri K.Rajagopal, Chintalayapalli: 

He welcomed the establishment of the industry and opined that the proposed cement plant in the 

area will cause development in the surrounding villages. He has requested the management to 

take utmost care in implementation of pollution control measures as per the Environmental 

Protection Act, June, 1986, so that there will not be any damage to the surrounding villages as 

well as crops in the area. He has requested the management to adopt the surrounding villages and 
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to provide education and medical facilities in these villages. He has requested the management to 

commission the cement plant at the earliest and to provide employment opportunities to the 

villagers based on their educational qualification. He has also requested the management to give 

employment to farmers as they have lost their livelihood due to the acquisition of their 

agricultural land to the factory. He has also requested for implementation of labour act. He has 

urged the district collector to insist the management for the payment of additional compensation 

to the farmers at the earliest as per the commitment given to them recently in Shiridisaibaba 

temple. 

4) Ambati Chandrasekhar Reddy, ChintalayapaHi(V): 

He has informed that the villagers will extend their co-operation for establishment of the unit as 

they are looking for the establishment of the cement plant in the area from the last two decades. 

He has informed that the surrounding villagers are not having health care facilities and 

requested the management to establish atleast 10 bedded hospital in the area. He has requested 

the management to provide educational facilities as well as employment opportunities to the 

local villagers. He has also urged the management to acquire 150 acres of agricultural land 

from farmers in Chennampalli village as the farmers may not be able to cultivate their 

agricultural lands after commencement of the mining activity in the area. He has also reiterated 

that the Chintalayapalli villagers will extend their co-operation to the management for the 

establishment of the industry in the area and requested the management to develop their village. 

5) Gurrapu Reddy, Chintalayapalli: 

He has welcomed the establishment of the project in the area and also urged the villagers to 

extend their support to the management of the industry as they will provide employment 

opportunities either directly or indirectly to their local villagers. He has informed that the 

management of the industry is assuring for development of the surrounding villagers and he has 

requested the villagers for extending their support to the cement plant as it will be prosperous 

for the future generation. 

6) Itikyala Balireddy, Kalvatala village: 

He has informed that the management of the industry have approached the farmers at about 

1 8years back for acquisition of lands for establishment of cement plant in the area and he has 

informed that the surrounding villagers have extended their support to the factory management 

by giving their agriculutural lands. He has requested the management for extending their 
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support for construction of compound walls of the school and also development of the 

graveyard in the Itikyala village. He has assured that the surrounding six villagers are not 

having any objection for establishment of the factory and requested the management for 

providing basic infrastructure facilities, employment opportunities in these villages. 

7) Vijaya Reddy, NGO: 

He has informed that the proposed lime stone mining shall be carried out by taking into 

consideration the ecological balance in the area and requested the management to develop 

extensive greenbelt in the surroundings. He has informed that as per the management proposal 

the entire mined out pit of 491.55 Ha will be converted into water reservoir after completion of 

the life of the mine which is about 38 years. He has suggested to form the reservoirs in phased 

manner for mined out area i.e., atleast one reservoir for ten years periods so that 4 such 

reservoirs will be formed during the entire life of the mine which can be used by the farmers / 

land looser for fish cultivation in the reservoirs. He has also suggested to utilize 60% of the 

royalty cess being paid the management for the development of mining affected villagers and 

the remaining 40% for the development of other villagers. He has also suggested the 

management to spent 5% of the investment towards CSR activities in the surrounding villagers 

inline with the companies act. He also suggested to provide training / skill development 

programmes for the local villagers in their existing unit and suggested the authorities to 

recommend to MoEF&CC, Govt of India for sanction of permissions to the mine. 

8) Chennakeshava Reddy, NGO: 

He has extended his support for establishment of the unit and requested the authorities to 

recommend MoEF&CC, Govt. of India for sanction of approvals. He has requested the 

management to relax the minimum required percentage limit of 60% in the educational 

qualifications while employment for the local villagers as there are many educated youth in the 

surrounding villagers who have not secured required percentage of 60% in the educational 

qualification. He has also requested the management to provide proper training to the youth 

who have completed ITI qualification in the surrounding villages and also requested the 

management to provide employment opportunities to the agricultural labour also apart from the 

farmers who have given their land to the factory. He has also requested the management to 

acquire the agricultural lands from the farmers which are in the midst of their mine lease areas 

by paying proper compensation to the farmers in consultation with district administration. 
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9) PLN Rao, Environmental Social Worker: 

He has informed that the present public hearing is being arranged in the process of obtaining 

Environmental Clearance for the establishment of 4.0 Million TPA limestone mine by M/s 

Ramco Cements Ltd in Chintalayapalle and Itikyala villages. He informed that the proposed 

mine is of about 1250 acres, of which 40 acres is a govt. land and the remaining is acquired by 

the management from the farmers in the area. He has urged the management to develop 

compensatory greenbelt in an area equal to the mine i.e., about 1250 acres in the surroundings. 

He has also requested the management to back fill the minedout area with soil instead of 

forming a water reservoir as it is harmful for the cattle and children in the area. He has also 

informed that the managements nowadays are spending for the installation of advanced 

treatment technologies for controlling the pollution from the industries. He has also informed 

that the cement industries coming up in recent times are using state of art technology for 

controlling air pollution and opined that there is no pollution problems from the cement plants 

due to the implementation of the latest technologies. He has also informed that the CPCB & 

APPCB are insisting for installation of online continuous emission monitoring systems for the 

cement plants so that a regular monitoring is being carried out by the authorities and necessary 

action such as issue of SMS alerts, notices, imposing of Bank guarantees etc. is being done by 

the authorities in case of violation of the emission norms. He has requested the authorities to 

submit the proposals to the MoEF&CC, Govt. of India for issue of approvals to the proposed 

Chintalayapalle lime stone mine. 

Response of the Management: 

Sri P.B.Gopala Krishna, Advisor (Kolimigundla Project) M/s. Ramco Cements Limited (RCL) on 

behalf of the management has informed that management has allowed the farmers for cultivation in the 

lands though they were acquired by the management from the farmers at about 20 years ago causing 

benefit to the farmers of the area. He has also informed that the price paid by the management to the 

lands acquired is also much more than the market price prevailing during that time and requested the 

farmers to have thankfulness to the management of the industry. He has informed that the construction 

of the cement plant has been delayed due to the non-existence of railway line, proper road net work to 

the area and informed that in the recent times, the Govt. has came forward for providing infrastructure 

such as laying of railway line, road from Amaravathi to Anantapur etc. which is very much required for 

cement plant. He has assured the gathering that the management will supply drinking water to all the 

villages from Owk reservoir through the pipeline proposed by them for the cement plant. He has also 

assured that the management will construct hospital in the factory premises and will provide mobile 
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ambulance facility for all the surrounding villages. He also assured that the management will construct 

compound wall, providing computers, construction of toilets for all the schools existing in the 

surrounding villages. He has informed that the life of the proposed mine is 38 years at the rate of 4.0 

million TPA production capacity and they have proposed for forming water reservoir for the mined out 

area as per the prevailing IBM Rules. He has also assured that they will explore the backfihling of the 

mined out area with soil and will develop greenbelt in the area. He has informed that the construction 

cement plant will take about 16 months and informed that the contractors will engage the services of 

local people during construction phase. He has informed that they will follow transparent mechanism in 

consultation with District Collector while providing employment opportunities and informed that the 

management will conduct separate examination for scrutinizing the suitable candidates while providing 

employment. He has also informed that they will conduct skill development training for the local 

villagers. He has requested for formation of development committee in the surrounding villages & 

assured that the management will take up all the developmental activities in the village as suggested by 

the committee. He has thanked each and every one of the public gathered at the venue for extending 

their support to the Chintalayalapalli limestone mine. 

The Collector & District Magistrate has informed that the Govt. is very much keen on the 

industrialization for development of cement hub in the area. He informed that MIs Ramco Cements Ltd 

have proposed to establish their cement plant in the area and performed the "Bhoomi Pooja" for the 

cement plant recently. He has thanked the villagers, NGOs and the public gathered at the venue for 

extending their support to the project. He has assured that minutes of the meeting along with 

videograph will be submitted to the MoEF&CC, Govt of India for issue of approval to the project. 

4 Environmental Engineer, 	 Collector & District Magistrate 

/' Regional office, APPCB, 	 Kurnool District 

Kurnool. 

Enclosures: 

(i) C.D for the videography of the proceedings of the Public Hearing Meeting. 

(ii) No Written representation was received before public hearing. 

(iii) 18 No's of Written representations received from the NGO'S and others received during Public 

hearing are enclosed. 
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